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ARH 216: Arts of China

Term: 2021 Summer Session
Instructor: Staff
Language of Instruction: English
Classroom: TBA
Office Hours: TBA
Class Sessions PerWeek: 5
Total Weeks: 5
Total Class Sessions: 25
Class Session Length (minutes): 145
Credit Hours: 4

Course Description:

Presenting the development of art in China in a chronological order, this course provides
students with a brief introduction on the styles of arts, major themes, essential artworks, famous
artists, and events behind the trends. Bronzewares, ceramics, jades, paintings, architectures,
scluptures, calligraphy, and decorative arts will be included in the content. Famous art pieces
include Houmuwuding, the Tomb of Qin Shihuangdi, Lanting Preface of Wang Xizhi, the three
halls of the states in the Forbidden City, Living in the Fuchun Mountains of Huang Gongwang,
the Yuanmingyuan, the Summer Palace and famous pieces of ceramics in Kangxi, Qianlong,
Yongzheng period.

Course Materials:

Textbook:

Required:
The Arts of China,
Michael Sullivan, 6th Edition

Other materials:

Sufficient in-class handouts will be prepared by the instructor.
Supplement reading materials: TBA



Shanghai Normal University SUMMER 2021

2 Shanghai Normal University

Course Format and Requirements:

The learning target for this course is to improve students’ understanding of the development of
the art history in China since the prehistoric period. Throughout this course, students are
supposed to 1) get a brief overview of the development of the art history from prehistoric to
medieval time, 2) foster their cross-cultural awareness by leaning about art forms in different
areas in certain time period, and 3) enhance their ability of critical thinking and analysis by
completing tasks of describing art works, identifying the style of certain artists or artistic period,
and presenting their own thoughts in the assignments.
Sessions include traditional PowerPoint lectures, round-table discussions in class, on-site
workshops, and other group activities.

Attendance:

Students are required to be presented at all class sessions. Notifications about absence reasons to
the instructor should be done in advance if students are not able to attend classes. Attendance
will be account for 10% of students’ final grade. Active participation in all classroom activities is
also very important for students to achieve success in this course. Participating includes doing
the readings, thinking about them before class, and contributing to the discussion.

Grading Scale:

A+: 98%-100%
A: 93%-97%
A-: 90%-92%
B+: 88%-89%
B: 83%-87%
B-: 80%-82%
C+: 78%-79%
C: 73%-77%
C-: 70%-72%
D+: 68%-69%
D: 63%-67%
D-: 60%-62%
F: Below 60%

Course Assignments:
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Quizzes: 15%
There will be 6 quizzes administered through the whole semester and the LOWEST score will be
dropped. Quizzes will always be completed in the first ten minutes of class. The quiz problems
will be similar to problem sets and examples on slides. There will be no make-up quizzes.

Group-work assignments: 20%

Students will be assigned with in-group works for after class study every 2-3 classes. The form
of the assignments includes answering open-ended questions, preparing for presentations about
certain art pieces, and finishing analysis papers about certain art pieces. For some of the
assignments, students would be given the chance to select whatever pieces of artwork as long as
it is relevant to the content of the class.

These assignments are designed to help students gain better understanding of the content of the
class by assigning them to work in groups and evaluate their knowledge about certain topics.
Students are expected to present their own understanding of the topic and their works will be
graded according to the extent of their presenting critical thinking ability and their ability to
connect what they’ve learned in class with what they are assigned to work with.

The assignments should be double-spaced, using Times New Roman size 12 with 1-inch margins
on each side.

Exams: 65%

There will be 2 midterm exams and one final exams for this course.
The midterm and final exams are both closed-book in-class exams with multiple choices,
labeling, descriptions of certain artwork, identification of the artistic style of certain artworks or
architectures and open-ended questions. Exam will cover most of the materials used in class,
including textbooks, handouts and reading materials. Classes before the midterm exams and the
final exam will be left for review and Q&A.

Course Assessment:

Quizzes 15%

Group-work Assignments 20%

Midterm Exams 1 20%

Midterm Exams 2 20%
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Final Exam 25%

Total 100%

Academic Integrity:

Students are encouraged to study together, and to discuss lecture topics with one another, but all
other work should be completed independently.
Students are expected to adhere to the standards of academic honesty and integrity that are
described in the Shanghai Normal University Academic Conduct Code. Any work suspected of
violating the standards of the Academic Conduct Code will be reported to the Dean’s Office.
Penalties for violating the Academic Conduct Code may include dismissal from the program. All
students have an individual responsibility to know and understand the provisions of the
Academic Conduct Code.

Special Needs or Assistance:

Please contact the Administrative Office immediately if you have a learning disability, a medical
issue, or any other type of problem that prevents professors from seeing you have learned the
course material. Our goal is to help you learn, not to penalize you for issues which mask your
learning.

Course Schedule:
Week Topics Activities

Week 1

(Class 1-5)

• Introduction to the course: Chinese art vs. art in
China (Suggested reading: The Arts of China, Ch 1)

• The Early Bronze Age: Shang and Western Zhou
(Reading: The Arts of China, Ch 2)
– Development of certain stage
– Yinxu, Anyang: houses, tombs, and burials
– Shang Dynasty:
 Pottery: vases
 Ritual Bronzes: Jue ritual vessel, Finial with

human faces on both sides, Figure of deity on
stand, Houmuwuding

– The Western Zhou

• Quiz 1
• Group-work
assignment 1

• Group-work
assignment 2

• Quiz 2
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 Zhou cities
 Architecture and sculpture
 Ritual wares: Hu ritual vessel (Bronze), Tiger

(Bronze), Ritual and funerary jades
 Ceramics
 Calligraphy in the early stage: dazhuanshu

• Eastern Zhou and the Period of the Warring States
(Reading: The Arts of China, Ch 3)
– Changes in bronzed style during this period
 Smooth surface
 Strictly confined decorations: sink below the

surface
 Hints of archaism

– The Arts of Chu
– Styles of ceramics, pictorial Arts, jade

Week 2

(Class 6-10)

• The Qin and Han Dynasties (Reading: The Arts of
China, Ch 4)
– Architecture: timber and wood as the main materials
 Tombs: structure, decorations
 Palace

– Sculpture and the decorative arts: The tomb of Qin
Shihuangdi
 Kneeling Archer (pottery)
 Carriage and hourse (Bronze)

– Painting
 Wall paintings in the halls and palaces: Wu family

tombs
 Theme: Confucian

– Calligraphy: lishu
– Bronze mirror, jade, lacquer and related arts

• The Three Kingdoms and the Six Dynasties (Reading:
The Arts of China, Ch 5)
– Daoism
– The birth of aesthetics
 The six principles “liu fa”

• Group-work
assignment 3

• Quiz 3
• Group-work
assignment 4

• Midterm 1
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– Calligraphy: Wang Xizhi, Wang Xianzhi, Gu Kaizhi
 Lanting Preface
 Yuanhuantie

– The birth of Landscape Painting: Wang Wei (eight
trigrams ba gua), Gu Kaizhi

– Buddhism: buddhist arts in China
 Review for Midterm Exam 1

Week 3

(Class 11- 15)

• The Sui and Tang Dynasties (Reading: The Arts of
China, Ch 6)
– Architecture
 Nanchansi: the earliest known Tang wooden

temple
 Heavy bracketing system
 Stone and brick pagodas

– Buddhist sculpture and painting
– Dunhuang
– Court painting, landscape painting, decorative arts
 The Five Dynasties and the Song Dynasty (Reading:

The Arts of China, Ch 7)
– Architecture
– Sculpture
 Pottery figures of luohan (arhats)

– Chan painting in the Five Dynasties
– Court painting in the late Five Dynasties and Nothern

Song
– Landscape painting
 The classical ideal in north China
 Perspective
 The aims of the landscape painters
 Fan Kuan

– Song Huizong and the academy
 Review for Midterm Exam 2

• Group-work
assignment 5

• Quiz 4
• Group-work
assignment 6

Week 4

(Class 16-20)

• The Yuan Dynasty (Reading: The Arts of China, Ch 8)
– Architecture: The Forbidden City
 Three halls of the states: Atlar of Heaven, Hall of

• Midterm Exam 2
• Group-work
assignment 7
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Annual Prayers, Temple of Heaven
– Art under the Mongols
– Calligraphy
 Zhao Mengfu

– The four great masters of landscape painting
 Huang Gongwang: Living in the Fuchun

Mountains
 Ni Zan: The Rongxi Studio
 Wu Zhen
 Wang Meng: Thatched Halls on Mont Tai

– Bamboo painting
– Ceramics

• The Ming Dynasty (Reading: The Arts of China, Ch 9)
– Color printing
– Painting of the Literati
 The Wu school
 Tang Yin and Qiu Ying
 Dong Qichang and the northern and southern

schools
– Portraiture, Sculpture, textiles, lacquer, enamel wares,

ceramics

• Quiz 5
• Group-work
assignment 8

Week 5

(Class 21-25)

• The Qing Dynasty (Reading: The Arts of China, Ch
10)
– Architecture: continuation of the style of the Ming
 Summer Palace
 Yuanmingyuan

– European influence on court art
– Wenren hua (paintings of the literati)
– Ceramics
 Jingdezhen
 Wares of the Kangxi period: small monochromes
 Wares of the Yongzheng Period
 Wares of the Qianlong Period
 Nineteenth-century and provincial wares

– Decorative arts: jade, lacquer, glass

• Group-work
assignment 9

• Quiz 6
• Group-work
assignment 10

• Final Exam
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• The Twentieth Century and beyond (Reading: The
Arts of China, Ch 11)
– Architecture: introduction of the western styles
– Painting
– The modern movement
– Decorative arts and ceramics
– Art in China since the 1960s
 Review for the Final Exam


